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A 2.7 metre King Brown Snake from Kununurra - this is the largest species of venomous snakc found in the Kimberley
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Introduction

Many snakes in the remote parts of
Australia where industry occurs may be
regarded as environmental hazards to
employees, both at work and off duty.
especially during the latter in village
areas where dress standards are relaxed.
This manual not only includes this
potentially dangerous group, but also
the harmless and mildly venomous Figure 1. King Brown Snake bite on
species as well, along with the larger heal.

snake-like lizards.

The Western Australian Kimberley encompasses a vast area with many
snakes and snake-like reptiles. The region’s main industries are agriculture,
tourism and mining, which between them employ a large number of
personnel. Currently twenty-three fixed. front-fanged, venomous land
snakes, seven pythons, one wart snake, six colubrid snakes and several
worm-like blind snakes are known to occur here. It is important to be able
to identify the harmful species, as well as being able to administer effective
snakebite first aid. Identification is of particular importance in isolated
areas. If a mildly venomous snake or legless lizard is found to be
responsible for a bite, then mobilisation of the substantial resources
required for emergency evacuation of the patient need not be undertaken.

Lizards with legs are of lesser
medical concern than the
dangerously venomous snakes,
however the larger forms, such
as  the monitor lizards
(bungarras)  illustrated  in
Figure 2, can inflict wounds
with their strong claws and
jaws that are armed with
numerous lacerating teeth.
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Figure 2. Yellow-spotted Monitor, a common lizard
seen in mining areas.



Figure 8. Venomous snake.

Figure 9. Python.

Figure 10. Legless lizard.

Venomous land
snakes all have a
single row of
broad belly scales,
almost as wide as
body.

Harmless pythons
all have more than
one row of belly
scales with the
large central ones
being less than
two-thirds width of
body.

Harmless  legless
lizards and blind
snakes all have
more than one row
of belly scales.






