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n this issue you will also find  
 

�  our charter, 
�  News from Port Smith,  
�  a membership application form,  
�  an expression of interest form for our upcoming courses  

on care and rescue and 
�  how to forward donations to  

Kimberley Wildlife Carers and Associates. 
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We are very interested in your stories as carers.  If you are interested in sending in a photo 
and story for our next newsletter then please forward to our email address 
admin@kimberleywildlife.org or post to PO Box 1297 Broome WA 6725.  Sharing our 
experiences is a great way to learn about our native wildlife and issues relating to care. 
 

I 

News in from our Bat Girl,  
Bridget Cook… 

Just got some pics this morning from our carer Deb Mitchell who 
prepares our hand reared possums for release. My last possum 
baby was “Friday’s Child” (or “Effie” for short) and she’s been 
getting to know two other baby possums so that they can be 
released together and have the best chance of survival in the wild.  

Both of the other possums are boys and Princess Effie is The Boss. 
I sent her purple hammock along with her to the pre-release cage 
and apparently all three possies compete for the most comfortable 
position in it.  

This photo seems a good illustration of the situation. Effie is the one 
on top looking unimpressed.  

Thanks for letting me share 

Bridget Cook 13 July 2007 

 

 

 
Phone 91921061 …..     
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A special thanks to two of our 
sponsors for their valuable 

assistance in the production of 
this newsletter. 
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Microbats? 
 
This female 
Sheathtailed 
Bat was found by 
cleaners in a room 
at a local Broome 
resort. She was very 
dehydrated and 
spent a week in care 
recovering before 
being successfully 
released.  
Sheathtails are a 
member of the 
Microbat family and 
are insectivorous. 
This adult specimen 
measured around 
9cm in length. 
  
 

 
 
Insectivorous bats can eat up to half their body weight in insects every night 
(that includes mosquitos!!!) 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Frequently Asked Question 

Thanks to Jo and Neil for your 
valuable printing support 
during recent fund raising 
events.  
Phone 9193 5583   
sales@printingideas.com.au 
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eet Jan Martin, our principal carer and wildlife coordinator . 
 
 

Jan recently received this certificate of appreciation from the children of BOSCCA,  
Broome Out of School Care Children’s Activities, for all the good work she has done with them. 

 
 
Jan has been involved in 
wildlife care and 
rehabilitation for 15 years in 
Broome and the Kimberley.   
 
Here she appears to be 
totally wrapped up in her 
work as she feeds a tiny 
orphaned red kangaroo with 
the help of another 
volunteer carer. 
 
Jan can be contacted on 
9193 7489 or 0428 860 014 

 
 

arer Courses 
 

M 

C 
CARER COURSES in conjunction with CALM will begin 

soon!  Are you interested in attending? 
Email, phone or write and we will keep you updated as to 

what, when and where! 
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LIMINATE RATS AND MICE, NOT WILDLIFE 
 
 

  
Rats and mice are not good house guests. They will eat practically anything, and their excreta contaminate what they leave 
behind. They can spread diseases and other pests (such as fleas) which can affect both humans and animals, and they cause 
tremendous damage to houses and property. 
Commonly used anticoagulant rodenticides, however, can take a terrible toll on wildlife: birds of prey, possums, and 
household pets which prey on animals affected by these poisons can suffer from secondary poisoning, which causes internal 
hemorrhaging and a slow, painful death.  
While it is sometimes necessary to use poisons in the interests of human health, there are other options which should be 
explored before we introduce toxins into our environment. 
Rats and mice move in because they are seeking food, shelter and breeding sites. By denying them these things, we can 
make the first and most important move towards getting rid of them.  
Tidy up. Long grass, weeds, overgrown gardens, timber, sheet metal, cluttered sheds and junk piles provide the perfect 
environment for rats and mice to flourish. Animal food like bird seed or poultry feed should be stored in airtight, rodent-
proof containers (ie: something that can’t be chewed through) to make it unavailable to your unwelcome visitors.  
Trapping should be undertaken with care. Traps should never be set where children, pets, wildlife or domestic animals can 
be injured by them. Set traps in a safe, covered spot. Two of the most effective baits to use are peanut butter or pumpkin 
seeds.  
Although baits containing anticoagulants like Warfarin and Bromadioline or Brodifacoum are readily available from your 
local council or supermarket, they take three to ten days to kill the animal by way of internal bleeding, and during this time, 
the affected rat or mouse may be taken by a bird, a domestic cat or a dog. Depending on the number of animals preyed upon, 
the predator then becomes ill, begins to bleed internally from its liver, and unless urgent veterinary attention is provided, 
may die. Many of our magnificent native raptors, owls and possums suffer this horrible fate every year.  
If the problem is such that you must resort to using a poison - and we would never recommend that you simply tolerate rats 
and mice, to do so would be to risk your family’s health.  Please consider selecting a COUMATETRALYL based poison 
like RACUMIN, which is also readily available from shops and is about the same price as the other kinds of baits. While 
toxic, COUMATETRALYL DOES NOT ACCUMULATE UP THE FOOD CHAIN in the same way as Warfaran, 
Bromadioline and Brodifacoum, and is far safer for the environment.  
Whenever you use a poison, always follow the safety precautions on the label, most particularly with to accessibility of bait 
to children, domestic animals and wildlife. Whether you are using traps, baits of a combination of the two, good placement 
is essential to effective control of pests. Place traps and baits near nests, or places where the rats or mice take shelter. Rats 
and mice love to run along skirting boards, under floors and in wall cavities. They like to follow established pathways, and 
they like dark corners and hidey holes, so always lay your traps or baits near these places for maximum effectiveness.  
For traps and baits to be effective, the rats and mice must consider them a viable food source, so always tidy up and remove 
all other food sources first, otherwise the rats and mice may ignore your carefully planned snares and carry on eating your 
food instead.  
Give rats and mice time to enter traps and take baits. Mice are curious, and are easily caught. Rats are cautious, wily animals 
and will take their time about getting used to something before they investigate, so be patient.  
 

 
 
Bayer Animal Health National Office 

Bayer Australia Limited 
875 Pacific Highway 
Pymble, NSW 2073 

 
Telephone: (02) 9391 6000 

E 
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uction March 2007.  With the credible and delightful generosity of the Broome 
community and businesses, our auction was an overwhelming success.  Special thanks 
goes to all who contributed by way of time, effort, goods and services for auction, and 

those who chose to spend to support.   

The funds raised have been used to support the red roo release facility in Port Smith and to 
help fund the turtle recovery tanks for Chelonia.  Some is set aside to assist with building a 
pre-release raptor flight aviary in Derby where we can send our damaged eagles and falcons.  
Funds are also set aside for the upgrading of possum management and release facilities and 
our bat management facilities.   

Most of the funds we raise are dedicated to the provision of capital equipment, fencing, 
cages, netting, machinery etc for use by our own and associated wildlife care organizations.  

Without the help of those below and many others our wildlife care and release 
programs would not exist. 

 
 

A 

ABC Shop Hutchinson Real Estate 
Aletta Smart Ingrid Windram 
All Creatures Vet Java Teak 
Amcal Chemist Jo Armstrong 
Anastasias Judy Brittain Boab Crafts 
AutoPro Judy Prosser 
Bali Hai Resort and Spa Kimberley Camping and Outback Supplies 
Beauty Affair Kleanheat Gas 
Best Buy Electrical Linneys of Broome 
Blooms Restaurant Longey's Clothes Basket 
Blue Seas Cleaning Service Mac's Art Shoppe 
Bob and Klari Eagle Malcolm Douglas 
BP Broome Central Manbana 
Breeze Hairdressing McCorry Brown 
Brett's Pest Management McDonalds Broome 
Broome Advertiser Noel & Sandy Trevor 
Broome Blue Fishing Nikana Designs 
Broome Camel Safaris North West Finance 
Broome Engravings Ocean & Earth 
Broome Florist Pearl Coast Nursery 
Broome Home Hardware & Plumbing Petals n Pots 
Broome Home Maintenance Pet's Place 
Broome Hovercraft Photo Hut 
Broome Motors Pretty Essentials 
Broome Office Supplies Printing Ideas 
Broome RSL Broome Retravision 
Broome Staircase Designs Rick Hart 
Cable Beach Pool Supplies Roebuck Bay Hotel 
Cable Beach Real Estate Shekki 
Camdens Shimmer 
Chilli Peppers Ships of the Desert 
Chinatown Music Spirit FM 
Chris Maher Sportspower 
Danny Wright St Mary’s College 
Debbie Stone Rage 
Deep Sea Moonlight Pearls Streeter & Male 
Denise Walker Tackle World Broome 
Djugan Tayke Hair Designs 
Eagle Boys Pizza Tenderspot Meat 
Eve Soloman Wet 'n Wicked 
Ganada Willie Creek Pearls 
Grounds 'n Hounds & Broome Lotteries Woolworths 
Habitat Workline Dive & Tackle 
Heika Radzevicius Yuen Wings 
Hunter Street Nursery Zoo Café 
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embership 
 
 

 
If you are reading this newsletter and have the interests of Australian wildlife at heart, then 
you are already a valued member!  You may even like to consider being a carer! 
 
However, let us know who you are either by phone, email or post and we will keep you up to 
date about all of our projects, fundraising, success stories and future plans. 
 
We also accept donations from anyone who wishes to give.  A tax receipt will be issued. 
 
Email the details we are asking for below to admin@kimberleywildlife.org 
 
Or 
 
Fill out the form and mail to 
 
Kimberley Wildlife Carers and Associates 
PO Box 1297 
BROOME  WA  6725 
Australia 
 
Name:   ______________________________________ 
and/or 
Organisation:  ______________________________________ 
 
Postal Address: ______________________________________ 
 
   ______________________________________ 
 
Phone:   ______________________________________ 
 
Email:   ______________________________________ 
 
 
  

Do you want to be a carer?  
Are you interested in our carer courses?  
Do you want to receive our newsletters?  

Do you wish to donate?  
Would you like to sponsor an injured or orphaned animal?  

Would you like to be involved in building or maintaining facilities?  
Are you interested in fund raising activites?  

M 
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harter C 
 
1 July 2007 
 
Kimberley Wildlife Carers and Associates is a not-for-profit organisation 
dedicated to the following functions: 
 

�  Primarily, the rescue, care and release of native wildlife. 
�  The raising of community awareness of wildlife issues through 

publications and education.  
�  The recruitment of volunteer carers. 
�  The empowering of carers with knowledge through practical experience 

and carer courses. 
�  Fund raising efforts to support the purchase of capital equipment for use by 

all registered associates of Kimberley Wildlife Carers and Associates. 
 
Our Members and Associates 
 

�  Any person, wildlife carer, professional or organisation wishing to express 
interest in wildlife care, our education programs and fundraising.   

�  Any person, wildlife carer, professional or organisation that has values like 
ours. 

�  People who rescue wildlife and bring them to us for care and rehabilitation. 
 

All members and associates will be kept informed by newsletters and media 
publications as to the progress of animals in care, release programs, education 
courses and fund raising activities. 
 
 
Survival 
 
Understanding issues relating to the care and nurturing of Australian wildlife is 
most important as we attempt to stem threats to survival. 
   
Every animal saved and rehabilitated contributes to the survival of their species.   
 
As individual carers and organisations we have a voice that can dramatically turn 
events to protect the most unique animals in the world.   

 


